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much slower work than to call together a body of
recruits and equip them with kit and musket. Mali-
mood II. could do the latter by an act of his will; he
could not do the former; time alone could. And time
is already fast doing it. Forty years since tlie shameful
treaty of Adrianople, thirteen years of comparative
leisure since the equivocal advantages of the Paris
settlement, have indeed been little better than thrown
away on the self-satisfied, French-phraseologising, irre-
sponsible, irreformable 'Kalam/ or civil service. They
have not been thrown away on the 'Kileej/ "the sword,
the army. Even now we recognise the hope-giving
results of preliminary instruction and examination, of
promotion accorded more to merit and seniority, and
less to backstairs intrigue and vizierial favoxir; of active
service in the case of some, of long camp life with others,
and, in all, the energetic rivalry natural to men who,
while filling a post to which they feel belong of right
the highest honours of the empire, yet find themselves
sunk by the present order of things into a second and
subordinate category; men capable of command, born
soldiers and trained officers; men too, with but few ex-
ceptions, rarer and more anomalous every day, staunch
Islam as any of the soldiers in their ranks.

Closely connected with this is another feature of the
Ottoman army, which, rightly considered, bears strong
witness to the intensity of its Mahometanism, we mean
the general absence of that systematic peculation and
corruption which so widely pervade the civil service.
Since the day when the Vizier Shemsee Pasha avenged,
such was his spiteful boast, the downfall of his ancestors,
the Kizil-Ahmedlees, on the Ottoman dynasty, by in-
oculating the latter with the corruption which he
himself derived, if tradition says true, from his great
but greedy forefather Khalid Ebn-Waleed, bribery